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This review is not about judging manifestos, it is about setting out, clearly what communities across Scotland say they need in order to flourish and where those needs intersect with the current political debate.
What stands out is that community‑led development is no longer marginal and the language of place, participation, fairness and transition runs through many party manifestos.  That matters and it reflects the progress and drive of communities over many years.
What matters just as much is what happens next.
The experience of development trusts shows that communities succeed when they are trusted with responsibility, backed with long‑term support, and given real control over assets and decisions.  Where those conditions exist, communities deliver whether that is housing, vital social services, climate action, local enterprise or cultural or economic renewal.
DTAS is ready to work with the next Scottish Government and our focus is practical and embedded in the needs of the communities we work with.  Getting the systems right so community‑led action is viable in every part of Scotland, not just in spite of the odds or through necessity but because grassroots community-led action and delivery works.
The DTAS manifesto sets out that offer clearly and it is grounded in what communities are already doing and in what they are ready to do next.  With the right partnership between communities and government, Scotland can build an approach that is local, democratic, sustainable and fair - not as an aspiration, but as the best way to do things.







How Party Manifestos relate to the DTAS Manifesto Pillars and Calls for Action
Ahead of the Scottish Parliament election, the Development Trusts Association Scotland (DTAS) reviewed the main party manifestos to explore how current policy commitments align with the five pillars and calls for action in the DTAS Community‑Led Manifesto.
Communities across Scotland are already delivering change by delivering vital services, creating housing, jobs, climate solutions and vibrant communities.  Development trusts and other community‑led enterprises sit at the heart of this work, often stepping in where markets fail and public services are stretched.  How far do our political parties in Scotland go in their commitments to support this work?
This review is non‑partisan and DTAS does not endorse any political party.  Instead, we have used our manifesto, that is shaped by communities, as a lens to understand where party policies reflect community‑led priorities, where they partially align and where gaps remain.
The DTAS Five Pillars
1. A sustainable, supportive environment for communities
 Unlocking the full potential of development trusts and other community‑led enterprises.
2. Developing local democracy
 Strong, local, participatory and accountable.
3. An inclusive, sustainable, wellbeing economy
 Creating community wealth that works for people and planet.
4. Land reform and community ownership
 Communities having greater control over assets and land.
5. A just transition
 Communities leading change towards a fairer, greener future.



Pillar 1 - A Sustainable, Supportive Environment for Communities
Unlocking the Full Potential of Development Trusts and Other Community‑Led Enterprises
All the party manifestos reviewed recognise the importance of communities and local places. References to regeneration, neighbourhood renewal, rural and island resilience, and place‑based policy appear across the political spectrum.
Where approaches differ is in how far manifestos address the long‑term conditions that enable development trusts and community‑led enterprises to do what they already do well: plan ahead, retain staff, manage assets, respond flexibly to local need, and deliver multiple outcomes from a single community anchor.
While community action is frequently referenced, fewer manifestos clearly position community‑led organisations as core delivery partners, or engage with the need to move away from short‑term, competitive and project‑based funding models.
· DTAS calls for action include:
· Long‑term funding and investment, with multi‑year (3, 5 or 10 year) commitments
· Fair public funding so statutory responsibilities are not off‑loaded onto volunteers
· A Scottish Community Wealth Fund using renewables and other revenue sources
· Universal access to community capacity‑building support 
· Full implementation of Scotland’s Volunteering Action Plan
Pillar 2 - Developing Local Democracy
Strong, Local, Participatory and Accountable
Commitments to local democracy, decentralisation and participation feature prominently in many manifestos. Several parties recognise the need for decisions to be taken closer to communities, and for people to have greater say over local priorities.
DTAS members consistently highlight that communities need real power, democratic legitimacy and meaningful control over resources to shape local development.
While engagement and consultation are widely referenced, fewer manifestos articulate clear mechanisms for shared decision‑making, devolved budgets or accountable local governance structures rooted in place rather than party politics.
DTAS calls for action include:
 • New local democracy structures covering all of Scotland:
· Place‑based local democratic bodies that replace or fully reform community councils
· Bodies that have local elections and are transparent and accountable
· Budgets, powers and finance genuinely devolved
· Non‑partisan local democracy focused on place not politics
Pillar 3 - An Inclusive, Sustainable, Wellbeing Economy
Creating Community Wealth That Works for People and Planet
All manifestos engage, to some degree, with issues of fairness, inequality and economic inclusion.  Many reference local or regional economic development, fair work and tackling poverty.
Some parties explicitly adopt wellbeing economy or inclusive growth language and others pursue similar outcomes through more traditional economic or sector‑based approaches.
What is less consistently reflected is the role of community wealth creation - keeping economic value local through community ownership, democratic finance and community‑led enterprise.  While place‑based economic policy is common, fewer manifestos identify community-led enterprises as long‑term economic actors.
· DTAS calls for action include:
· Support for democratic finance models including community shares and bonds and  Community Shares Booster Fund for Scotland
· Full commitment to community wealth building and the wellbeing economy
· Fair procurement recognising the added value of community‑owned enterprises
· Long‑term investment to tackle rural depopulation
Pillar 4 - Land Reform and Community Ownership
Communities Having Greater Control Over Assets and Land
Some parties clearly support community ownership of land and assets, recognising this as a foundation for resilience, democracy, and sustainable local development.  Others focus on land use, housing supply or development without addressing ownership or control.
DTAS experience shows that communities succeed most when ownership is paired with support, finance and pre and post‑acquisition advice, so assets remain viable and do not become long‑term liabilities.
Community‑led housing sits clearly within this pillar, linking land reform, asset ownership, population retention and local wellbeing. While housing is addressed widely across manifestos, community‑led housing as a systemic solution is lacking.
· DTAS calls for action include:
· Strengthened Land Reform legislation
· Refreshed Community Right to Buy and Asset Transfer frameworks
· Action on empty and derelict land, including a “community‑first” approach
· Increase the Scottish Land Fund and post‑acquisition support

Pillar 5 - A Just Transition
Communities Leading Change Towards a Fairer, Greener Future
Climate action and transition feature across most manifestos, often linked to jobs, fairness and regional balance.
Some parties explicitly frame this as a just transition, recognising that communities should lead, shape and benefit from change, particularly through community‑owned energy and local climate action.  Others focus primarily on national targets.
Community‑owned energy is a key area of alignment for DTAS, linking climate action, community wealth and long‑term income streams. While community benefit mechanisms are often referenced, explicit commitment to scaling community ownership is less universal.
· DTAS calls for action include:
· Reach 1GW of community‑owned energy by 2030 including increased CARES funding
· Mandatory and meaningful community benefit funds
· Long‑term investment in community‑led climate action
· Increased support for locally‑led climate adaptation

