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What are community shares?

Community shares are a 
way for people to invest in 
what mattersto them.

Shareholders invest in an 
organisation to serve a 
community need. In turn 
those investors own the 
organisation and could see 
some financial return on 
their investment.

This type of investment has been used to 
finance:

Å pubs and shops
Å harbours
Å community buildings
Å renewable energy initiatives
Å local sports and media initiatives
Å a host of other community based 

ventures.





Who can sell community shares?

Two Options

Å Co-operative Society (Bona Fide)

Å Community Benefit Society (BenCom)

Governed by Model Rules

Registered with Financial Conduct Authority

Charitable Bencomapproved by OSCR

Hybrid rules for development trusts



Community Shares

The Benefits

ÅLong term patient capital

ÅFurther funding and leverage

ÅCommunity governance and 
operation

The Qualities                      

ÅMember based

ÅDemocratic

ÅSocial return on investment 
before financial return

ÅNon transferable and 
withdrawable

ÅMinimal regulation



SunartHydro

ÅRaised £753,000 from 264 investors

Å Installed a 100kW hydroelectric turbine 
near Strontian

ÅGenerates revenues for a local community 
benefit fund as well as interest for 
investors



Strontian Community School
ÅRaised £155,500 from 71 investors

ÅOverall project cost of £930k with other 
finance primarily from bank loans

ÅExisting primary school no longer fit for 
purpose with local council lacking  capital 
funds for new construction

ÅCommunity will lease building to Council

ÅBuilding can be readily converted to 
housing if new school is built





GovanhillBaths

ÅRaised £267k in late 2017

ÅAim to refurbish historic bathhouses as a 
sports facility and community hub

ÅOther funders include Heritage Lottery 
Fund, Scottish Government and Glasgow 
City Council 



Rockfield Centre

ÅRaised £205,700 over summer 2018

ÅAim to refurbish old school building as a 
community arts and learning centre

ÅMinimum investment of £250 with aims to 
offer 2% after Year 3

ÅEligible for SITR

ÅOther funders include Big Lottery Fund, 
HIE and Scottish Government RCGF


